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mation, down to King Hexry VIII. 


I Brought my Abridgment of the Refor- 
renouncing the Supremacy of the Pope, 


_- and gave you a Hiat, how this altogether 


f 


a 


involuntarily, in the King, prov’d the fitf 
Step to the Reformation in England. 

The next thing was the Suppreffion of the 
Monafteries in England, and as before the 
King’s Opjetion againtt his Wife was laid 
at the Door of one Vice, fo this is laid to 
his Charge as another ; if one was charg’d 
on bis Lewdne/s, the other was charg’d on 
bis Avarice And I am not at all con- 
cera’d to clear his Memory of either, fince 
Tyezfee no Room to fay much of his Refpe& 
to either Juftice or Retigion in any of thefe 
Proceedings, and he was in his Intervalsia 
mott bitcer and bloody Perfecutor of the 
Proteftants, in both the Junétures of thefe 
Tranfeétions, 


The Story of de 4 pa the Monafteries 
is very long. The firft Occafion againtthem 
is taken from their oppofing the King’s 
Divorce, and efpoufing the Pope’s Supre- 
macy ; the vifible Pretence is the {candalous 
Lives of, and fecret Wickedneffes prattis’d 
among the Incumbents of both Sexes —-———— 
Upon which is grounded a Commiffian to fe- 
véeral Perfons by Virtue of the King’s newly 
aflum’d Supremacy, to vilit the Monafteries, 
enquire into their {candalous Pra&tices, and 
make their Report. 
It is too remote to my Bufinefs to trouble 
the Reader with a Digreffion, fo long as of 
Courfe it muft be to enter into the Manner 
and Method, the Degrees, the Difficulties, 
and the Reafons of that great Work ; ’tis 
enough to referc the Reader to the feveral 
hifteries of thofe Days, my Notes fball fill 


be fuitable to the Foundation of my prefent 
Work 


“Teg ty 


Work, Vie. How ftrangely Providence has 
allalong brought to pafs the great Events 
of the Reformation of thefe Kingdoms, : by 
and out of the concurrent Circumftances of 
the Pafions and Follies of Men, nay, aad 
even their bafeft Vices allo, 

For even King Henry was yet not in the 
leaft inclin’d to favour the Proteftant Reli- 

. gion or Reformation 3 but be it his Luft, 
his Avarice, his Ambition, or whatever elfe 
the Objeétors pleafe, ftill the Foundation 
ef the Reformation was laid here, and juft 
as in the Cafe of our National Union, every 
contradi&ing Circumftance fill help’d to 
bring it to pafs. 

Nor is. it any Reproach at all to the Pro- 
teftant Religion; that, as the Papifts fay, 
its firft Step is deduc’d fram King Henry's 

~ Cod-peice, meaning that the Luft of that 
Pretence fet the Wheels at Work, and 
prompted him to cavil at the Lawfulnefs 
of his Marriage, and pretend Conécience, 
whereas he only refolv’d to have new Bed- 
fellows, and would have his Whoredoms 
varni(h’d over with the Lufirc of Law. 

This only leads me to the conftant Ule, I 
fhafl make of all thefe things, and to match 
paft Circumftances 3 for even juft thus in 
the Union, the Pretenders againft cry out 
of Con{cience and Nitional Perjury, anda 
handred Briveries and Self-Defigns - 
Bat my Butinefs is to eye the Deligns Hea- 
ven has had in all thefe things, to finifh his 
own mighty Decrees, and bring forward 
the Determinations of infcrutable Provi- 
dence. : 

Was the Lufts and Avarice of King Afenry 
the firft moving Cautes of the Reformation, 
or have the Self-Interefts and private D-- 
figns of Men and Parties fet forward this 

“great Affair, the Union; thisis certain, the 
mighty determin’d Iffue has been brought to 
pafs by them, and all the reft is buta ge- 
neral Subferviency of Caufes, as GOD in 
his Wifdom aiways diretts,; that the very 
worft and wickedeft of Men’s Defigns fhall 
concurr to bring to pafs the beft and greateft 
of his glorious Works. . 

And if this were a fuficient Objeétion,ei- 


ther againft one ort’other,then the Blindnefs f 


and Fury of the Jews in the Crucifixion of 
our Saviour, and all the concurring Cir- 


cumttances of that wonderful Tranfa@ion 
would be Difficulty to our believing the 
’ whole to be the Work of Heaven 3 whereas 


the Apoftle is expref$ to this very Point, in 
the 2. A#s 23. {peaking to the Fews of their 
Pare in che Crucifixion ef our Lord, fays, 
Him being deliver’d by the determinate Coune 
fel and Fore-knowledge of GOD, ye have taken, 
and by wicked Hands have crucify'd and flain, 


The Wickednefs therefore of aii the In- | 
ftruments concern’d in any of thefe great 


Works, leffens nothing of the Value of the 
Work, whether we are {peaking of the Re- 
formation or the Union; and yet I fhallin 
the Procefs of thefe-Sheets come to fhow, 
that perhaps never better Inftruments have 
been employ’d in any Work of this Nature 
in the World, or more adapted to the per- 
fefling of chem ; when I come to compare a 
little the Reigns af the Princes in each Cone 
juncture, fuch as Henry VIII. Edward VI, 
Q Mary and Q. Elizsbetb, with the Reign of 
King Charles 1]. King Fames, King Wiliam, 
and Queen ANNE, in which Comparifon, 
if I miftake nor, we fhall tind fomething 
very diverting, and very much inftru@ing 
too. 

But to go back to the Hiftorical Part of 
my Work, the Supremacy of the Pope be- 
ing reduc'd, the Abbeys and Monafteries 
were ftripe of their Strength, and lay all 


‘at the King’s Mercy, who being refolv’d to 


fupprefs them, and feize upon their Re- 
venues, hed themdeale with fundry Ways. 

Soine hs brought by Treaty to furrender 
into his Hands, their Guilt.taking alfo all 
Conrage from them to contend with the 
King : The Vifitors gave in a terrible Re- 
port of the Wickedaefs, they had difcover’d 
among them, of which the Reverend Bifhop 
of Salisbury, inhis fick Volum of the Hie 
ftory of the Reformation, gives this fhort 
Account. 

In their Letters to Cromwel it appears, 
thas in moft Houfes they found monftrous Dif 
orders, tkey found great Fa@ions in the Houfes, 
and barbarous Cruelties exercis'd by one Fa&ion 
againft anotber, as cisher of them prevail’d 
in fome they found the Tools and Inftruments 
or Coyning and Multiplying But for 
the Lewdne(s of Contetlors, of Nunneries,’ 
the. Diffolutene/s of Abbots, Monks and 

Fryers, 


OLY ORE ELLE i POMEL 


— Eryers, sot only with Whores, 
Women, and for their unnatur 
brutal Pra®ices— 
— Author, fit to be fpoken of « 
shat be bad feen an Extra® of a Part of this 
_ Vifitdtion, viz. On the 144 Hfoufes, 
contain Asominations in it, equal to what was 


_ they will, Heaven had not determin’d 
the Cataftrophy of Monattical Abomination, 


but marry'd 
P Lifis and 
not, fays the 
Adding, 


Thefe are 


which 


in Sodom. 


Let the King’s Defigns have been what 


but their own horrid Wickedneffes were ar- 


_ tiv to fuch a Heigth, that the Divine Ju- 


ftice was eminently confpicuous in their 


_ Downfal, and the Clamours at-the King’s 


private Defigns, in appropriating their Re- 


_ venues, were heard with the lefs Regret by 


only . 


But as Tam purfuing this Hiftory no f, 
ther, than asit fhall bring thefe clogs ian: 
to the prefent State of Religion in this Na- 
tion, and the Differences among us, whofe 
Rife, Beginning, and Pragrefs will be be 
made clear,by thus runaing thro’ the various 
Steps of the Reformation 3 fo my Obfervae 
tions on thefe things will perhaps be dif 
ferent, from what is expeéted by. the Rea- 
der ; and ifhe isfometimes a litcle furpriz’d 
with novel Remarks, which perhaps he may 
think remote, I cannot help it, I'll aofwer 
for the Juftnefs of the Obfervation, and ex- 
plain my felf asI goons and the next Paper 


perhaps may be the firft Step I 
this Kind, u rft Step I fhall take.of 


MIscELLANEA. 


Left off at the Defeé of the late A& for 

two Thirds, &c. or the Major including 
the Minor; before I come to the Abufes of 
this A&, Idefire té notice the Reafons for 
making it, which if they are 6 » as with- 
out doubt they are, then when the Abufes 
were found out, the A& ought to have been 
amended, not deftroy’d: For without doubt 
it wasthe beft Aét for Trade, the beft qua- 
lified to relieve the Creditor, and fave the 
Eftate of the Debtor, and built upon the 
moft rational Foundation of any A&, that 


_ever yet was offer’d in this Nation; the 


Cafe is thus, 

Upon the firft Failure of 2 Tradefman, it 
is without doubt the Seafon, before he isrun 
to Extremeties, and taught the Shifts and 
Tricks of a diftrefs’d State, to hear what 
Offers he can make, and in my general 
Obfervation I have always found, the firft 
Offer has been the beft he could ever make, 
nor is it unreafonable that it fhould be fo; for 
certainly, keeping the Man in Diftrefs and 
Dilemma’s does not encreafe, but leffen his 
Capacity that Way. In this Cafe it has 


‘ been very frequent in England, that when a 


Man has fail’d, and offer'd to his Creditors, 
what they have generally believ’d it their 


Intereft to clofe with, and been convine’d 
has been the moft the Man has been.able. 
to offer 5 one refraétory Creditor obftinate- 
ly ftanding out, and deaf to ai) Intreaties 
either of the diftrefs’d Family, or the reff. f 
the Creditors, fhall ruin all this fair, Propo- 
fal, entirely deftroy the miferable Debtor 
and his Family, and by forcing him tohide, 
{culk about, and live in Mifery on the E- 
fiate, wafte all he would have given them, 
and be at laft able to offer nothing at all. 

To remedy this, it was propos'd te make 
a Law, that if twothirds, both in Number 
and Value of the Creditors of any Perfon, 
fhonld fign and feal an Inftrument of Com- 
pofition, all the reft fhould be bound by it, 
a moft juft and prudent thing, even for the 
Intereft of the Creditors, who, oftentimes by 
the Obftinacy ofa few, were generally de- 
feated in the Share, they might have faved 
from their Debtors. 

But no fooner was this pafs’d into a Law, 
but the Fate of all {uch Laws befel it 5 for 
all the Rabble of Mint, Fryers, Kings-Bench, 
Fleet, and of all the Receptacles of Banke 
rupts in the Nation, fall. to work with it, 
and getting Lifts of innumerable. Creditors 
found in Nubibus, aad dividing Debts into 

variovs’ 


Properties to make Majorities incredible 


Perjuries, Forgeries, and notorious Abules 


were committed, to the Difhonour of the 


Law, to the rendring it‘odious to Juftice, 
{candalous to the Debtors, and fufpeéted to 
Creditors; and which was fill worfe, the 
Knaves, that could appear with a hardned 
Face, and {wear thorough all Manner of Ob~ 
ftacles, were deliver’d, while the honeft, 
cautious, poor, diftrefs'd Man was hamper 
with Difficulties, embarrafs’d and perplex’d, 
ae hardly{got anv Benefit at all by that 


By this means the Aé grew infamous, 
and at the Petition of the Traders was re- 
pealed —————- Now here, J fay, lay the 
fecond Miftake; for had the Defgn of the 
People, that oppos’dit, been to reétifie the 
Error, notruin the Oojeét; Had their Aim 
been dcing Juftice only, not getting the 
Power in their Hands, they would have got 
Amendments made to the Bill, fo that it 
might have anfwer’d the End, -rot had it 
deftroy’d, that it might do no Gcodat all. 
———- But it has been plain bythe general 
Praétice, the Defign has been all along to 
prevent the neceffitous Debtor havirg ary 
Relief, but what ke muft have in that None 
Entity of a thing, call’d the Creditors 
Mercy. 


What that Mercy has been, this City is. 


full of ruinous ard dreadful Examples, and 
Icould give a fad Lift of the Particulars ; 
but as I promis’d co divert the Reader with 
a Paffage, as far back as this Aét of Parlia- 
ment, I fhall perform it in my next. Mean 
time | fay, the very repealing that. Act isa 
Teftimony, that the Spiritof Compaffioa is 
not inthefe People—For 

When fhall the Debtor find Mescy from 
his Creditor ? When fhall he expect to be 
deliver’d upon the honefteft Surrender in the 
World? Never, till everv one of 
his Credizors come to be of one Mind, and 
fhall agree ro what he propofes— Ifa 
Man has sco Creditors, where fhall 100 
Meo be found withcnta cruel,obftinate, un- 
Perfwadable, unconvincible Wretch among: 
then; nay, ’tisa Temptation or Excit: - 
ment for {uch a Man to ftaad out ; for fauys 
he, if they haveall agreed but J, nowis my 
Time to ftand out, for he will certainly 


So MDCCwI 


raife Money to pay me, 
comply ; thus, either the Man is 
Knave by giving him a private: 
the uneafie, cruel Man fares be 
the mild and merciful, or the or is 
ruin’d, and the Compoftion broke 
peices ; of which and the unhappy Con 
quences I fhall fay more in my next. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. A 

OST excellent ftrengthning Pills, which — 

give certain Help in all Pains or Weak- 

nefs of the Back, (either in Men or Women) _ 

occafion’d by a Strain, a Wrench, or any o- 

ther Caufe; being a fure Remedy (under 
God) in fuch Cafes for Cure. Recommend- 
ed from the long Experience of an eminent 
Apothecary of London, and to behad at Mr, 
Copes at the Gold-Ring im Little Shear-Lane 
by: Templ-Bar. _At35.a Box, containing 8 

Dofes, (feal’d up) with printed Dirediions, 


Preparing for the Prefs, and great Part of 
it finifhed, : 
Compleat HISTORY OFTHE 
UNION. The Work will consain 
about 230 Skeets in Folio, to befinifh'd infix 
Monks from the UNION: Being an Ace 
count of aH the fruitlefs Attempts made tn former 
Times for Uniting thzfe Kingdoms, with 4 
particular Account of el} the Tranfattions of 
the prefent Tresiy, the mamy Contrivances and 
vigorous @ppefirions 2g sinft it, borb in England 
and Scotland, whether within the Parliament 
or without. 

Extraéted out of the original Records, Re- 
gifters, Fournals, and other Authorities in 
‘both Kingdoms, 

Wich an Appendix, 

Containing an Abridgement of all the Al- 
terations made .in the laws, Trade, Cuftoms 
and Conftitution of both Kingdoms by the 
By the Autkor of the True-Born-Englifhman. 

Propofals for Printing the faid Book by 

Su feription, will se publifh d in a very 
few Days, and in the mean TiméSub- 
scriptions are taken in by John Matthews, 
Printer bereof. The Price ts 205. ip 
Quires, 5s. to be paid down, 
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